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 Vo ting to leave the EU, or Brexit, the British have decided to return to the 
outside of the European Community, although, in the 1960’s, the country took its 
course for the membership in order to have a strong voice in Europe. Remaining 
outside meant that Britain would have no power over the European decisions. It is 
uncertain how Britain is going to reconstruct its relations with European neighbors 
in the course of Brexit negotiation scheduled to start in 2017.
 The aim of this article is to find a positive way of thinking about British 
attitude toward the European integration. Generally Britain has been seen as a 
reluctant partner, who is negative about the European common policies. It may be 
considered as a matter of course that the Brexit decision is attributed to its negative 
attitude.
 Contrary to such a view, this article introduces British positive attitude on the 
European decision making. It highlights two phases which lead to the establishment 
of the first environment-friendly policy in the European Community, or Agri-
Environment Policy. In both phases, Britain’s accession to the Community 
facilitated the processes. 
 Britain, with its unique attitude which often goes against the European idea, 
can be a driving force to change European trend toward a fresh direction. Such 
positive way of thinking may provide a clue about how Britain will rebuild its 
position after Brexit not only in Europe but also in the world.
Ryoko YAMADA
A Review of the British Contributions to the 
European Community, in Relation to Brexit: 
Focusing on the Creation of the Agri-Environment Policy
